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Beautiful, dazzling, charming 

The traits of a holiday destination

Is it beautiful? A looker? Is its character one of austere charm or sweet gracefulness? Just like an intriguing woman, Innsbruck and its 25 holiday villages are well worth a second glance. 

PROUDLY BEAUTIFUL. Wow, what a stunning sight! There’s a well preserved, colonnaded medieaval old town with its world renowned Golden Roof. Right next to this there's a brightly coloured, sparkling imperial palace, the Hofburg - baroque and monumental. A stone’s throw away is the Hofkirche, a court church containing larger-than-life bronze statues, the Schwarze Mander, standing guard around the (empty) tomb of Emperor Maximilian I., a truly breathtaking sight and unique in Europe. 

High above this superb architecture towers the Nordkette, a magnificent mountain range, steep and rugged, which provides a stunning backdrop to the city - and one that changes with each season. From wintry white, to pastel springtime green, the greyish jade of summer, and finally autumnal hues of brown, ochre and grey, with the occasional dotting of white on the peaks when winter draws near. After all: here the eye does meet altitudes of 2300 to 2500 metres above sea level, both towering and inviting. And in the immediate surroundings of Innsbruck nine different skiing and hiking areas are waiting to be discovered. Easily accessible via chairlifts and cable-cars these sports areas offer hospitality in mountain inns and huts, as well as perfectly groomed slopes for skiers and snowboarders alike.

A DAZZLING PERSONALITY. Beyond the city beckon 25 holiday villages with melodious sounding names such as Patsch and Ellbögen, Rum and Gries, Mutters and Grinzens. Here the eye roams across vast, picture-postcard alpine plateaus, perfect for golf, as is the case in the scenic villages of Igls and Lans, just 20 minutes from Innsbruck. Here the wholesome, fine feeling of well-being reigns in renowned hotels such as the Lanserhof and the Igls Parkhotel. Just as refined and inviting and moreover, invigorating, are the Lansersee and Natterersee swimming lakes. Small, gaily baroque churches like those in Ampass or Mutters please the eye. Balconies adorned with flowers, farmhouses, cows and horses grazing the pastures, cosy inns, and buildings decorated with 'Lüftlmalerei' frescoes are the living proof of a traditional rural lifestyle.

The Fair meets the Fabulous - for example on a trip to the Sellrain Valley and Kühtai. The village of Kühtai at an altitude of 2000 metres above sea level but easily reached by car, leaves no doubt that we are in fact high up in an alpine region. There are brooks and streams, alpine lakes and pastures, rugged rocks and on a multitude of hikes, climbs and ski touring excursions a unique flora and fauna can be discovered. The most intriguing trait of the Innsbruck holiday region is surely that town and countryside fuse into a harmonious duo.

PRETTY TRENDY! You are quite mistaken if you think that with all this medieaval and rural charm there is no room for cool stuff. After all, Innsbruck has been a university town ever since 1669, so young people have played a major role for many years. Almost 24,000 students from all over the world make sure that there's always a breath of fresh air, with vibrant in-locations, lively cafes and bars. The buzzing cultural scene, trendy boutiques, well-stocked bookshops - in short, all this makes the town swing.

AND STAGGERINGLY ELEGANT ONCE MORE. Elegant are the robes worn both on stage and by the audience at the Innsbruck Festival of Ancient Music, at New Year's Eve balls and the New Year's Concert. Elegant are the movements of the ballets at the Innsbruck Summer Dance Festival. Elegant too is the art of culinary seduction by ingenious gourmet chefs. And there is the staggering elegance of some remarkable architectural masterpieces, such as the Bergisel Ski Jump, the BTV City Forum, and the City Hall, - all of these images depicting a town.

AND RACY. Hey, it's so fast you could almost forget to breathe! Take Igls, for example, where the race down the ice channel of the Olympic bobsleigh run gives visitors a truly nerve tingling thrill. Or playing around in the powder, freerides, jumps and cliffs - in short everything snowboarders yearn for - at the Nordpark, Axamer Lizum, Rangger Köpfl and Stubai Glacier. Or while carving some turns on roughly 300 km of pistes in the nine skiing areas of the Innsbruck Olympic Skiworld. Or while getting back into shape on one of the Nordic walking or running tracks at the Igls/Lans Performance Centre for Running and Walking. Naturally all this can also be enjoyed in a more relaxing manner – as a spectator, for both in summer and winter top athletes from all over the world meet to compete away to their heart’s content at the Innsbruck Sport Arena.
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